Freedom Accuracy Fairness, The National News Council by The National News Council, Inc,
University of California, Hastings College of the Law
UC Hastings Scholarship Repository
Formation of the National News Council Judicial Ethics and the National News Council
1976
Freedom Accuracy Fairness, The National News
Council
The National News Council, Inc
Follow this and additional works at: http://repository.uchastings.edu/nnc
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Judicial Ethics and the National News Council at UC Hastings Scholarship Repository. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Formation of the National News Council by an authorized administrator of UC Hastings Scholarship Repository.
For more information, please contact marcusc@uchastings.edu.
Recommended Citation
The National News Council, Inc, Freedom Accuracy Fairness, The National News Council (1976).
Available at: http://repository.uchastings.edu/nnc/45
The Naliollal News Coullcil 
"Mllnbe" 






Ch~i,m.Jn. Editor in RC$'deflce, G,,,,,h";)!e 
5<;h('lOI of JoufII3lism, Columb'., Univl!fsi l V, 
Vio;e-Chairman. Director, A'roen Institule P,o-
gram on Justice, Society ancl the Individual. 
. Treasure •. Pn'sid fln t, 5"i111S Communications, 
Inc" New York . 
























William A . 
Rusher 















Wi11l;)m 8 , 
Arthur 
President. Children's T elevision Workshop. 
Ne.v York. 
Editor and Publisher. T"eE~enfng News. 
SoUlhbrid~.IMilss.) 
Former U.S. Representiltive. 3rd Congre$sional 
Oi$lr ic t , Oregon. 
Pttl$ident. National Council of Nel.lro Women. 
AdminisUiltive A~~istl)nlto the Presi,tent, 
United Au t"moloile Workers. 
Pauor, Ho lmiln United MClhocJis t Church, ll» 
Angele,. 
President, fisk Univer$ity. 
Edi tor , ClllcGgo SUII·Tlmt: 
Edito r and Publi$h8l". A,/ro,," {)<Jlly Srll'_ 
Tucson. 
Vice President. Nevl$ Oir lll;lor, WTVJ, Miami. 
General Counsel , l ellal Oe fense and Education 
Fund, National Organilntlon lor Worne ll (NOW). 
Publi$her ,Nor rio",,' Rel·trw. 
. President, CBS News. 
f ormllf Ed itoria l PallO Editor. St. l.ouls Post· 
DlsptHdr. 
• Comrnllnic;nirms Fetr.tw . Ast lr.n Institute; 
Former Gone ral Courowl, Fodor ... t Communlca · 
lions Comm luion. 
PfIIsltktrll, A<"Id io Frro E'urol 't! arod Rooio 
U hOrty: !ormor Prlf1" flctlt , CBS New,. 
Erluc" '''" editor. OCI'nomlu. nuthor. 10ffner 
labor .oIJvlsor IU r""iillHll Eiwnl,owflf. 
'forUlm ChiC! Justico. Cnliiorni3 Supreme Court; 
lil1 ' Clllli rmlll!, Thll Nlll ionni N,WV5 Counci l. 
Prulrr.",>f, 5<;111 >(.11 01 lilw. Columhi" Universi ty ; 
O ireClUr, Amorlcon low InJll tu\o. / .' 'r! 





The National News Council is an indepen-
. Gant, non-profit voluntary organization 
consisting of 18 members, drawn broadly 
from the country and representing varying 
occupations and shades of opinion. Assisted 
by advisers and a small skilled staff, it ex-
amines complaints received about inaccuracy 
and/or unfairness in news coverage, or un-
ethical conduct by a news organization. 
Simultaneously, The Council works to uphold 
the principles of the First Amendment and to 
protect the nations's news organizations from 
unfair attack.-
The Council was founded in 1973 to serve 
the public interest. It receives complaints 
from any individual or organization directed 
against wire services, newspapers, news 
syndicates, news magazines and radio and 
television networks. 
The Council does not accept complaints 
about editorial expression or personal opinion, 
unless facts are in dispute. 
The Council has no power to regulate or to 
impose penalties. It operates openly through 
public deliberations and publicly releasing its 
findings. Recognizing The Council's integrity 
and independence, more and more news 
organizations cooperate with it in promoting 
truth and fairness in news coverage. 
The Council's major funding is from 
foundations . There has been a significant rise 
in the number of news organizations making 
financial contributions, and a number of 
private companies and individuals also add 
their support. . 
With each passing montt<, The Council adds 
to its activities, moving steadily to initiate 
studies and report on issues involving freedom 
of the press. It stands resolutely for accuracy. 
for fairness and for responsibility in the flow 
of news - the well that feeds the mind of 
every American citizen. 
Anyone - hdivic!IJal or organization - may 
bring a complain! to The National News 
Council corcernil'g allegations of inaccuracy 
or unfairne!;5 by" news organization. 
The proced'.lre is ~ imple: 
1 Whe:rever possible, the complaint 
should be n ~ 3de d:rectly to the news organiza-
,tion. In mos t cases, responsible news execu-
tives will m('ve swiftly to correct the record 
where inaccuracy is involved. 
2 Where on~ wishes to complain against. 
a news organizatirm and is not sure to whom 
to address the complaint, Th~ National News 
Council will be gbd to forward the communi-
cation to the appropriate news executive. 
3 When The National News Council's 
intervention seems desirable, write a letter to 
The Council , expl il ining your complaint and 
inclUding su!)porting information that is 
specific. 
4 If th~ complaint concerns a printed 
news report, include a copy of the report, the 
name of the publication, and the date. 
5 If the complaint concerns a radio or . 
television news rer-ort, include the name of 
the station, the name of the network (if any). 
and the date and titne of the airing. 
!' 
6. Complaint~ to The Council should be 
addressed to: 
The National News Council 
One Lincoln rlaza 
New Ymk, N.Y. 10023 
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